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WILDER 

In  the  year  1878,  a  history  of  the  Wilder  family  was  completed 
and,  printed  by  Rev.  Moses  H.  Wilder.  He  was  not  any  too  wtell  off 
financially  to  carry  on  this  work  and  his  years  were  over}  "four-score," 
at  times  being  in  a  state  of  extreme  suffering.  Yet  he  finished  his  book 
with  the  triumphant  cry,  "waiting  joyfully  for  the  call  to  come  up 
higher." 

In  October,  1831  Rev.  Moses  H.  Wilder  was  licensed  by  Salem 
Presbytery  (Ind.)  to  preach;  in  1835  he  was  ordained  to  the  full  work 
of  the  ministry  at  Tamworth,  N.  H.  and  in  1839,  at  the  solicitation  of 
Rev.  Lyman  H.  Beecher,  accepted  an  invitation  to  the  church  at  Batavia, 
Ohio. 

Miss  Mary  Emily  Wilder,  Librarian  at  Circleville,  Ohio,  is  the 
proud  possessor  of  a  copy  of  this  history.  A  number  of  years  ago,  she 
copied  parts  of  it  for  the  compiler  of  these  notes.  It  is  then  through 
her  kindness  that  we  have  been  able  to  connect  the  Rhode  Island  Wild- 
ers  with  this  history  which  takes  back  to  Nicholas  Wilder  of  England  in 
1485. 

FRONTISPIECE 

The  frontispiece  in  this  "Book  of  the  Wilders"  is  a  picture  of 
Sulham  House  and  Church  (England)  1560.  This  is  the  inheritance 
given  to  Nicholas  Wilder  in  April,  1497  by  Henry  VII. 

John  Wilder,  D.D.,  rector  of  the  parish  for  40  years,  with  his  wife, 
is  shown  in  the  picture.  Rev.  Moses  H.  Wilder  secured  the  picture  of 
this  ancestral  home  from  Frederic  Wilder,  Esq.,  of  Purley  Hall,  Eng- 
land. 

TITLE  PAGE 

The  title  page  states  that  an  edition  of  500  was  printed,  price 
$3.15  by  Edw.  O.  Jenkins,  20  North  Williams  St.,  New  York,  for  Rev, 
Moses  H.  Wilder,  No.  4  Dean  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  in  1878. 

COAT  OF  ARMS 

The  motto  of  the  Coat  of  Arms  is  "Virtuti  Moenia  Cedant,"  fort- 
resses yield  to  valor. 

NAME  OF  WILDER 

Quoting  from  this  history,  "In  1638,  there  were  in  the  colony  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  five  persons  of  the  name  of  Wilder.  There  were 
the  mother  (Martha),  two  sons  (Thomas  and  Edward)  and  two  daugh- 
ters (Elizabeth  and  Mary).  In  240  years  they  are  numbered  by  thou- 
sands.    As  Wilder  is  a  German  name  and  quite  common  in  parts  of 
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Germany  at  the  present  time,  it  would  indicate  that  Nicholas  Wilder, 
our  first  ancestor  in  England,  came  with  the  Earl  of  Richmond  from 
France  and  landed  at  Milford  Haven.  A  distinguished  General  of  our 
army,  soon  after  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  was  passing  from  Austria 
through  Bohemia  where  he  found  a  Wilder  village  and  was  entertained 
at  the  Wilder  House. " 

In  this  country,  Farmer  notes  the  greatness  of  the  name  Wilder, 
1834,  two  being  at  Harvard,  two  at  Yale  and  four  at  other  New  Eng- 
land Colleges. 

In  the  history  of  Eton  College,  England,  it  is  recorded  that  the 
Restoration  of  the  Hall  cost  £20,000  of  which  Rev.  John  Wilder,  Fel- 
low, in  1858  contributed  £5,000  and  stained  glass  for  14  windows.  A 
brass  tablet  in  Eton  College  Chapel  commemorates  his  services. 

SULHAM  HOUSE  AND  CHURCH,  SHIPLAKE  HOUSE  AND 

PURLEY  HALL 

"On  the  15th  of  April,  1497,  being  the  12th  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
VII,  he  gave  to  his  friend,  Nicholas  Wilder,  as  a  token  of  his  favor  a 
landed  estate  and  a  Coat  of  Arms.  Sulham  has  ever  been  in  possession 
of  the  Wilder  family.  Its  members  worshipped  in  Sulham  Church,  four 
of  the  line  having  been  rectors  of  the  parish.  Around  the  Church  lie 
successive  inheritors  of  the  estate.  John,  grandson  of  Nicholas  and 
grandfather  of  our  first  American  ancestor,  married  the  only  daughter 
and  heiress  of  Thomas  Keats,  Esq.  who  built  the  Sulham  House.  From 
a  number  of  English  works  we  gather  that  from  the  son  of  Nicholas 
Wilder  until  1777,  Shiplake  was  the  family  residence.  It  is  where  the 
children  were  born,  but  not  a  part  of  the  entailed  estate.  In  1777, 
Henry  Wilder,  L.L.D.,  heir  of  Sulham  estate  and  rector  of  Sulham  par- 
ish, sold  Shiplake  House  to  the  Phillimores  and  bought  the  palatial  res- 
idence of  Purley  Hall,  about  two  miles  northerly  from  Sulham  and  six 
westerly  from  Reading,  Burks  Co.  Shiplake  House  is  on  the  West 
Bank  of  the  Thames,  three  miles  from  Henley,  Oxon." 

Again  quoting  from  the  "Book  of  the  Wilders,"  the  underscoring 
and  Roman  numerals  being  mine  (M.  R.  T.)  in  order  to  trace  our  line 
of  the  family  easier. 

"The  first  Wilder  known  in  History  was  Nicholas,  a  military  chief- 
tain in  the  army  of  the  Earl  of  Richmond  at  the  Battle  of  Bosworth, 
1485.  On  April  15,  1497,  he  was  given  a  landed  estate  and  Coat  of 
Arms. 

Nicholas  (I)  had  one  son  John  who  married  Agnes . 


John  (II)  and  Agnes  had  two  children,  John  and  Agnes. 
John    (III)    married  Alice  Keats,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Thomas  Keats,   Esq.       They  had  four  sons   and  three 
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daughters,  John,  Nicholas,  William,  Thomas,  Eleanor, 
Joan  and  Alice.  The  Will  of  John  (III)  made  in  Oct. 
1588,  gave  the  entailed  estate  to  Thomas  and  provided 
for  the  rest  of  the  children. 

Thomas   (IV)   was  born  and  died  at  Shiplake  House.     His 

wife's  name  was  Martha  .     His  death  occurred 

in  1634.  The  eldest  son,  John  of  Nunhide,  inherited 
the  estate.  John's  death  was  in  1688.  The  other 
children  of  Thomas  and  Martha  were  Thomas,  Elizabeth, 
Edward  and  Mary.  The  family  were  probably  of  the 
Puritan  faith  and  the  children,  Thomas,  Elizabeth  and 
Edward  came  to  America  soon  after  their  father's  death 
and  were  followed  in  1638  by  the  widow  Martha  and 
daughter  Mary  who  came  in  the  ship,  Confidence,  sailing 
from  Southhampton.  They  landed  at  Hingham,  Mass. 
where  the  other  children  already  were.  It  was  the  time 
of  religious  persecution  and  the  religious  character  of 
the  emigrant  Wilders  shows  very  clearly  that  they  were 
of  the  persecuted  class.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  after 
the  death  of  her  husband,  Martha  sent  her  children, 
Thomas,  Elizabeth  and  Edward  with  friends  to  the  new 
colonies,  while  she  disposed  of  her  effects  and  after  a 
short  time  was  able  to  follow  them. 

Thomas  (V)   settled  in  Charlestown,  was  received  into  the 

church  and  married  Anna in  1640.     He  was 

made  a  freeman  in  1651.  It  is  probably  not  generally 
known  that,  at  that  time,  none  but  members  of  a  Chris- 
tian church  and  those  who  were  21  years  old  could  take 
the  freeman's  oath  and  exercise  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
ship. In  July,  1654  Thomas  (V)  Wilder  moved  with  his 
family  to  Nashawena,  the  settlement  which  is  the  pre- 
sent town  of  Lancaster,  Mass.  He  was  a  leader  in  the 
town  and  selectman  from  1660  till  his  death  in  1667. 
The  children  of  Thomas  (V)  and  Anna  were  Mary, 
Thomas,  John,  Elizabeth  and  Nathaniel." 

A  recent  letter  from  J.  C.  L.  Clark,  Town  Clerk  of  Lan- 
caster, Mass.,  himself  a  local  historian  of  great  repute, 
says  the<  Wilders  wjere  the  most  numerous  family  there 
for  some  200  years  and  the  same  Christian  names  were 
often  repeated.  There  were  at  least  three  Asaph  Wilders 
and  several  by  the  name  of  James  and  Joseph. 

In  the  fall  of  1926,  M.  R.  T.  visited  the  old  "Common 
Burying  Ground"  of  Lancaster.  \History  tells  "When  in 
1706,  after  long  debate,  the  third  meeting  house  was  built, 

Page  Three 


far  from  the  old  site,  upon  the  East  side  of  the  river,  a 
suitable  lot  of  land  across  the  highway  near  it  was  given 
to  the  town  for  burials  by  Capt.  Thomas  Wilder,  second 
of  the  name."  This  is  the  old  "Common  Burying  Ground." 
In  it,  a  modern  stone  to  the  memory  of  our  first  American 
ancestor  reads;  "Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  Wilder 
from  Lancaster  in  England,  who  first  settled  in  Hingham 
in  1641  and  came  to  this  town  July  1,  1659  and  died  Oct. 
23,  1667,  leaving  three  sons,  viz.;  Thomas,  John  and 
Nathaniel  from  Whom  are  derived  all  of  the  name  of 
Wilder  in  this  town  and  vicinity." 

Where  this  Thomas  (V)  Wilder  was  buried,  we  do  not 
know. 

.The  oldest  grave  in  the  enclosure,  the  date  of  which  is 
known,  is  of  the  donor,  son  of  Thomas  (V). 

"Here  Lyes  Buried  ye  Body  of  Capt.  Thomas  Wilder  who 
died  Aug.  ye  7th  1716,  about  ye  70th  year  of  his  age." 
(Great  grandfather  of  my  great  grandfather.  M.  R.  T.) 

Near  it  is  a  stone  with  this  inscription ;  "Here  lies  buried 
ye  body  of  Col.  James  Wilder  Esqr.  who  departed  this 
life  May  ye  13th  A.  D.  1739  &  in  ye  59th  year  of  his  age." 
(Son  of  Capt.  Thomas  Wilder.) 

Another  stone  reads;  "In  memory  of  Mrs.  Abigail 
Wilder,  Relict  of  Col.  James  Wilder  Esqr.  who  deceas'd 
on  ye  18th  day  of  Sept.  A.  Dom.  1761.  Aetatis,  80." 

There  are  also  stones  tq  two  Josiah  Willders,  broth- 
ers, one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  other  at  the  age 
of  45.  (They  were  brothers  of  my  great  grandfather. 
M.  R.  T.) 

The  "Old  Settlers  Burying  Ground"  and  another  in  N. 
Lancaster  could  not  be  visited  by  the  writer  on  account 
of  approaching  darkness. 


Again  we  quote  from  the  Book  of  the  Wilders,  resuming 
the  history  where  it  was  left  off  to  tell  about  the  Wilders 
in  Lancaster,  Mass.  and  the  last  resting  place  of  some  of 
them. 

Thomas  (VI)  Wilder  married  June  20,  1668  Mary  Hough- 
ton, daughter  of  Sir  Ralph  and  Jane  Houghton  of  Lan- 
caster, Mass. 

Sir  Ralph  was  the  son  of  Sir  Richard  Houghton, 
b.  1570,  d.  1630,  of  Houghton  Tower,  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land and  descended  from  Roger  DeBusli,  follower  of 
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William  the  Conqueror,  1066. 

The  children  of  Thomas  (VI)  and  Mary  (Hough- 
ton) Wilder  were  five,,  namely;  James  b.  1680,  m. 
Abigail  Gardner;  Joseph,  b.  July  5,  1683,  m.  Lucy 
Gardner;  Sarah  b.  1685;  Elizabeth  b.  1689;  Mary  b. 
1691. 

James  (VII)  m.  Abigail  Gardner  and  had  three  children, 
namely;  James,  b.  1711,  m.  Martha  Broughton,  Gard- 
ner and  Elizabeth.  (J.  C.  L.  Clark  thinks  Asaph 
Wilder  b.  Mar.  29,  1724,  m.  Zipporah  Wheeler,  d. 
July  8,  1747  was  also  a  son  of  James  and  Abigail 
Wilder.) 

James  (VIII)  bap.  Apr.  30,  1710  m.  (by  Joseph  Wilder  Esq.) 
Martha  Broughton  Dec.  24,  1734.  Martha  Brough- 
ton was  the  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Martha  (Prescott) 
Wheeler.  The  latter's  grandfather,  John  Prescott,  Sr. 
was  virtually  the  founder  of  Lancaster,  Mass.  Mar- 
tha (Wheeler)  married  first  Edward  Broughton, 
second  James  Wilder.  There  W\ere  seven  children 
born  to  James  and  Martha  (Wheeler)  (Broughton) 
Wilder:  Josiah  b.  Oct.  19,  1735,  d.  Apr.  4,  1736; 
Martha  b.  Feb.  23,  1737;  Abigail  b.  June  22,  1739; 
James  b.  June  22,  1741;  Josiah  b.  May  27,  1744,  d. 
1788,  m.  Mary  Flagg;  Agaph  b.  July  20,  1749;  Susan- 
nah b.  Apr.  23,  1751. 

In  the  preceding  pages,  the  line  of  Thomas  (V)  has 
been  traced,  because  all  for  wjhom  this  is  written  are 
descended  from  him.  Below,  a  few  lines  are  given  to 
Mary  Wilder  who  married  Francis  Le  Barran.  Jane  Austin 
in  "A  Nameless  Nobleman"  vividly  tells  the  story.  Mary 
Wilder  was  the  daughter  of  Edward,  a  brother  of  Thomas 
(V)  Edward  married  Elizabeth  Eames  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children  of  whom  Mary  was  next 
to  the  youngest.  After  Francis  Le  Barran's  death,  Mary 
married  Return  Wait.  Visitors  to  Plymouth,  Mass.  may 
find  the  grave  of  Francis  Le  Barran  and  the  quaint  stone 
that  notes  his  death  jin  1704,  in  the  old  cemetery  on  Burial 
Hill.  Mary  (Wilder)  (Le  Barran)  Wait's  grave  is  near. 
Her  father,  Edward  Wilder,  remained  in  Hingham  until 
after  the  mother's  death  in  1652.  There  are  still  people 
by  the  name  of  Wilder  in  Hingham  and  the  house  is  point- 
ed out  where  Mary  (Wilder)  Le  Barran  once  lived.  After 
leaving  Hingham,  Edward  settled   in   Marshfield. 
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From  Vol.   II  of  Rhode  Island   Genealogy — Biography 

we  get  the  following  sketch  of: 

Asaph  (IX)  Wilder. 

"The  first  record  we  have  of  the  Wilder  family  in  R.  I. 
is  the  marriage  (Scituate  Town  record)  of  Asaph  Wil- 
der of  Killingly,  Conn,  to  Olive,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Benjamin  and  Mary  (Rhodes)  Wilkinson  of  Scituate. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  Mar.  29,  1778  by  Elder 
John  Wescott.  Asaph  Wilder  was  born  Aug.  20,  1750. 
(Lancaster,  Mass.  Town  record  gives  the  date  of  his 
birth  July  20,  1749  and  his  baptism  by  Rev.  Timothy 
Harrington  on  July  23,  1749.  M.  R.  T.)  He  died  May 
10,  1799  and  his  wife,  Olive,  April  28,  1807.  She  was 
a  descendant  in  the  5th  generation  from  Lawrance  Wil- 
kinson. Her  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Zacariah 
Rhodes,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Pawtuxet,  R.  I." 

The  reader  will  note  that  Asaph  Wilder  gave  his  resi- 
dence as  Killingly,  Conn,  when  he  married  Olive  Wilkin- 
son. So,  in  an  effort  to  trace  his  parentage,  an  appeal  was 
made  by  the  writer  to  the  Town  Clerk  of  Killingly  for  in- 
formation. His  name  could  not  be  found  in  Births,  Mar- 
riages or  Deaths.  But  in  the  Land  Records,  his  name  oc- 
curred in  Deeds.  In  the  first  one  on  record,  he  gave  his 
residence  as  Lancaster,  Mass.;  in  a  later  deed,  Killingly, 
Conn. ;  still  later  Glocester,  R.  I. 

On  Nov.  23,  1772  a  deed  was  given  by  James  Larned  to 
William  Dunsmoor  &  James  Wilder,  both  of  Lancaster 
County,  Massachusetts  Bay.  This  James  Wilder  was 
doubtless  the  father  of  Asaph. 

The  first  deed  on  record  in  Killingly  containing  the  name 
of  Wilder  is  dated  Mar.  9,  1720.  It  was  given  by  Thomas 
Gardner  (Joiner)  and  wife;  John  Seuer  (Cordwinder) 
and  wife;  Ebenezer  Sargent  (Taner)  and  wife;  James 
Wilder  (Carpenter)  and  Abigail  Wilder  his  wife  to  "our 
beloved  brother,  Joseph  Wilder  of  Lancaster,   Mass." 

In  this  way,  Asaph  Wilder  of  R.  I.  was  traced  to  Lan- 
caster, Mass.  The  Town  Clerk  of  Killingly  also  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Asaph  Wilder  was  a  soldier  in  the 
revolution  and  that  he  was  commissioned  as  Cornet  of 
Horse  Cavalry  and  also  Lieutenant  of  Horse  Cavalry  by 
the  Conn.  Legislature  in  1776.  In  the  "Connecticut  Mili- 
tary Records"  his  name  may  be  found  on  pages  27  and 
478;  first  as  having  marched  from  the  town  of  Woodstock 
with  the  men  who  responded  to  the  "Lexington  Alarm" 
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for  the  relief  of  Boston  in  April,  1775.  He  is  listed  as 
"Quartermaster''  and  was  in  service  ten  days.  Then  un- 
der Captain  Amasa  Keys,  whose  company  marched  Sept. 
8  and  was  discharged  Nov.  2,  he  is  listed  as  "Cornet." 

So  far  as  our  line  of  the  Wilder  family  is  concerned, 
the  history  by  Rev.  Moses  H.  Wilder  stops  with  the  birth 
of  Asaph  Wilder.  From  a  book  called  "Wilkinson  Mem- 
oirs," compiled  by  Rev.  Israel  Wilkinson,  we  get  the  con- 
tinuing history,  about  the  same  being  in  "Rhode  Island 
Genealogy — Biography." 

Olive  Wilkinson  married 
Asaph    (IX)    Wilder  Mar.  29,  1778.      He  was  a  farmer. 
They  had  8  children,  viz.; 

(1)  William  Rhodes,  b.  1779,  m.  Eliza  Maybury,  re- 
sided in  Newport,  R.  I.  He  went  to  Havana,  Cuba  on 
business  and  d.  there  May  16,  1810;  was  brought 
home  aricT  buried  in  Scituate. 

(2)  Benjamin  Wilkinson,  b.  1781,  was  never  married. 
Died  Dec.  4,  1800  and  is  buried  in  the  family  bury- 
ing ground   of  Joseph   Wilkinson  in   Scituate. 

(3)  Stephen,  m.  Betsy  Harris,  moved  to  Ohio,  near 
Cincinnati;  is  a  very  wealthy  and  enterprising  man. 

(4)  James,  m.  Susan  Wilmarth,  moved  to  Mont- 
gomery, Ohio. 

(5)  Asaph,  m.  Polly  Mo  wry,  lives  in  Glocester,  R.  I. 

(6)  Sarah,  m.  Philip  Mowry,  lived  in  Scituate,  R.  I., 
d.  1836. 

(7)  Olive,  m.  Jeremiah  Boss,  lived  in  Providence,  R.  I. 

(8)  Nancy,  m.  a  Wilmarth.  (There  is  doubt  that 
there  was  a  Nancy  in  this  family.  She  is  not  mention- 
ed in  the  Will  of  Olive  (Wilkinson)  Wilder.) 

The  following  is  taken  mainly  from  "Rhode  Island 
Genealogy — Biography." 

Asaph  (X)  Wilder  received  the  title  of  Captain  in  the  local 
militia.  He  was  a  farmer  and  resided  in  Glocester  and 
was  a  man  of  uncommon  ability  and  recognized  as  one  of 
the  foremost  citizens  of  the  community.  He  married 
Mary  or  Polly  Mowry,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Sarah 
Mowry.  They  had  seven  children. 
(1)  Maria  Frances,  b.  1816  d.  1899,  m.  Henry  Harris 
Hopkins  (b.  1812 — d.  1892),  a  farmer  of  Foster,  R.  L, 
in  1839.     They  had  three  children,  Wilson  Allen   (b. 
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1844— d.  1910),  Elmer  Berkley  (b.  1846— d.  1918) 
and  Alberton  Francis  (b.  1848— d.  1925).  In  1856, 
they  sold  their  farm  in  Foster,  R.  I.,  and  removed  to 
Yellow  Springs,  Ohio. 

(2)  John,  b.  1818 — d.  1906  m.  first,  Eliza  Westcott  of 
Scituate.  She  died  in  4  or  5  years  leaving  two  sons 
William  Rhodes  (b.  1843— d.  1923)  and  J.  Frank, 
parried,  second,  Mrs.  Laura  Hunt  who  bore  him  three 
children,  Oliver  A.,  Harriet  H.  and  Asaph. 
Married,  third,  Mrs.  Philema  Remington. 

He  was  a  teacher,  farmer  and  carpenter.  In  1855,  he 
sold  out  in  R.  I.  and  went  to  Rock  Island,  111. ;  later  to 
Denver,  Colorado  where  he  d.  Jan.  2,  1906.  Buried 
in  Fairmount  Cemetery. 

(3)  Abel  Mowry,  b.  1820 — d.  1912,  m.  Sarah  A.  Starr 
(b.  1822 — d.  1910)  in  1849.  Two  children,  Warren 
H.  and  Mary  Rose. 

He  was  a  teacher  and  a  mechanic  in  his  younger  life. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  purchased  and  lived 
in  the  home  of  ,his  childhood  in  Glocester  which  had 
been  consecutively  occupied  by  his  great  grandfather 
(Benjamin  Wilkinson),  his  grandfather  (Asaph  (IX) 
Wilder)  and  his  father  (Asaph  (X)  Wilder).  In  1861, 
he  sold  his  farm,  then  154  acres,  lived  in  Scituate  four 
years  and  in  1865  removed  to  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio. 

(4)  Adah  Mowry,  b.  1824— d.  1861,  m.  William  O. 
Cooke;  had  two  children;  Frank  T.  d.  in  infancy, 
Byron  S.  (b.  1851 — d.  1916).  She  lived  and  died  in 
Providence.     Her  husband  was  a  lumber  merchant. 

(5)  William,  b.  1822— d.  1839. 

(6)  Asaph,  b.  1827 — d.  1904,  m.  Nancy  Angell;  had 
five  children,  Nellie  M.,  Edwin  and  Florence,  also  two 
children  that  died  in  early  life.  He  was  the  youngest 
son  of  Asaph  (X)  and  Mary  (Mowry)  Wilder  and  the 
third  in  succession  bearing  the  name  Asaph  Wilder. 
He  lived  in  Providence  and  was  a  dealer  in  real  estate 
and  lumber. 

(7)  Harriet  Hieatt,  b.  1837— d.  1841. 

"A  bit  of  family  History"  was  written  by  Mrs.  Maria 
(Wilder)  Hopkins  as  follows: 

"Stephen  Wilder  (son  of  Asaph  and  Olive  Wilder)  was 
a  trader.  In  his  young  days,  he  was  a  merchant  and  next 
joined  a  company  in  fitting  up  and  lading  a  vessel  for  the 
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southern  trade,  Savannah,  Georgia  and  Havana,  Cuba.  Af- 
ter a  few  years  he  changed  from  this  and  formed  a  partner- 
ship, in  about  1820,  with  Jesse  Tourtellott,  a  gentleman  of 
French  descent,,  from  Scituate,  R.  I.,  went  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  commenced  the  packing  of  beef  and  pork  for  the 
Eastern  markets.  He  had  a  commission  house  in  Provi- 
dence, Gideon  Thornton,  agent.  In  those  days,  all  com- 
merce from  Cincinnati  was  carried  on  by  the  rivers.  Their 
merchandise  was  taken  by  river  to  New  Orleans  and  thence 
on  the  Atlantic  to  Providence. 

"Stephen  Wilder  was  married  between  1825  and  1830  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Harris  and  lived  on  Price  Hill,  Cincinnati. 
They  had  nine  children.     He  died  in  his  85th  year,  I  think. 

"James,  the  fourth  son  of  Asaph  and  Olive  (Wilkinson) 
Wilder,  was  man  of  good  executive  ability,  filled  several 
positions  of  public  trust  and  carried  on  a  dyeing  establish- 
ment at  Chepachet,  R.  I.  He  married  Miss  Susan  Wil- 
marth,  a  young  lady  of  that  village  and  resided  there  some 
18  or  20  years.  They  had  six  children;  Olive,  Harriet, 
Asaph,  Elizabeth,  Benjamin  and  William.  About  1831  or 
1832,  he  sold  his  effects  and  went  to  Montgomery,  Ohio 
wnere  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  and  his  wife  lived 
to  nearly  or  quite  80  years.  His  sons  settled  in  California 
about  1851. 

"Asaph,  the  fifth  and  youngest  son  of  Asaph  and  Olive 
(Wilkinson)  Wilder,  while  taking  a  course  for  the  practice 
of  medicine,  had  a  severe  attack  of  rheumatism  which  final- 
ly became  chronic.  He  then  left  the  medical  pursuit  and 
took  the  mercantile  business  at  Natick  Village,  near  the  sea 
coast  in  R.  I.  In  the  spring  of  the  27th  year  of  his  age,  he 
married  Mary  Mowry,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Sarah  Mowry 
of  Scituate,  R.  I.  (formerly  of  Smithfield)  and  bought  out 
the  heirs  of  his  parents'  estate,  the  homestead  on  the  origi- 
nal "Inman  tract"  of  several  hundred  acres,  purchased  by 
his  grandfather,  Captain  Benjamin  Wilkinson.  Upon  this 
he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  farming.  He  and  his  wife 
died  in  the  winter  of  1850  and  1851,  his  age  63,  hers  53." 

BANKS  IN  CHEPACHET,  R.  I. 

Bayles'  History  of  Providence  County,  Vol.  II,  tells  of  the 
failure  of  the  Farmers'  Exchange  Bank  in  1809.  A  well 
known  trader  (Andrew  Dexter)  who  lived  in  Boston,  bor- 
rowed from  this  Bank   i/2  million  dollars,  giving  his  note 
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without  an  indorser,  payable  at  the  end  of  8  years  with  two 
percent  interest. 

In  1818,  a  charter  was  obtained  for  the  "Franklin  Bank," 
capital  $50,000.  President,  Jesse  Tourtellott,  Cashier, 
Cyril  Cook.  Amongst  the  names  of  the  13  directors  are 
Joseph  Wilmarth  and  Asaph  Wilder,  Jr. 
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WILKINSON 

From  "Wilkinson  Memoirs"  compiled  by  Rev.  Israel 
Wilkinson  and  copied  by  Mrs.  Olive  Hieatt  Matson. 

"The  antiquity  of  the  name  of  Wilkinson  is  very  great; 
going  back  nearly  a  thousand  years,  to  the  days  of  William 
the  Conqueror.  A  Doctor  Wilkinson  of  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, president  of  a  Medical  College,  has  the  genealogy  for 
nearly  nine  hundred  years;  and  we  are  able  to  trace  an  un- 
broken descent  of  our  own  lineage  from  the  beginning  of  A. 
D.  1500. 

"Laurence  Wilkinson,  our  paternal  ancestor  and  the  first 
of  our  kind  in  America,  was  the  son  of  William  Wilkinson 
and  Mary  (Conyers)  his  wife,  sister  of  Sir  John  Conyers, 
Baronet,  and  grandson  of  Laurence  Wilkinson  of  Harperly 
House,  Lanchester,  county  of  Durham,  England.  Nothing 
or  but  little  is  known  of  his  youth.  At  a  later  period,  we 
find  ,him  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Army,  fighting  for  the 
crown  and  endeavoring  to  sustain  the  tottering  throne  of 
his  sovereign,  King  Charles  I  against  the  usurpation  of 
Cromwell.  He  was,  however,  taken  prisoner  at  the  fall  of 
Newcastle  and  his  estate  sequestered  by  order  of  parlia- 
ment. The  following  is  taken  from  the  Register's  office  in 
Durham.  'Sequestration  in  Durham,  1645-47,  Laurence 
Wilkinson  of  Lancaster,  officer  in  arms,  went  to  New  Eng- 
land/ With  the  permission  of  Lord  Fairfax  he  left  his 
fatherland,  never  to  return.  On  his  arrival  at  Providence 
he  was  immediately  received  into  the  fellowship  of  the  in- 
fant colony  and  lands  granted  him.  The  first  mention  of 
his  name,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  is  that  found  in  the 
'First  Book  of  Records,'  page  87,  or  the  'Second  Old 
Book'  with  brass  clasps,  pages  30  to  31,  where  he  with  a 
number  of  others  appended  his  name  to  the  original  civil 
compact  of  the  founders  and  early  settlers  of  the  colony 
established  by  Roger  Williams  dated  as  follows;  'The  19th 
day  of  the  11th  month,  1645.' 

"He  participated  in  the  Indian  Wars.  His  death  occurred 
in  1692,  nine  years  after  the  death  of  Roger  Williams  and 
he  lived  in  the  colony  as  long  as  the  latter.  His  last  resting 
place  is  unknown;  probably  on  his  own  land  which  is  now 
known  as  the  'Old  Dexter  Place'  in  Providence.  Laurence 
Wilkinson  married  Susannah  Smith,  only  daughter  probab- 
ly of  Christopher  Smith,  whose  name  has  been  perpetuated 
in  Providence  by  'Smith's  Hill.' 

"Samuel  Wilkinson  was  the  eldest  son  of  Laurence;  the 
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date  of  his  birth  is  not  known,  nor  the  place;  but  it  was 
thought  that  he  was  born  in  England.  Samuel  married 
Plain  Wickenden,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  Wicken- 
den.     Samuel  died  Aug.  27,  1727. 

"Joseph  Wilkinson,  4th  son  and  4th  child  of  Samuel,  was 
born  Jan.  22,  1682-3,  died  April  24,  1740.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  Scituate;  probably  settled  there  about 
1700,  when  less  than  21  years  of  age.  He  married  Martha 
Pray.  They  had  15  children.  He  died  in  the  58th  year  of 
his  age.  His  widow  survived  him  46  years  and  died  in 
1786,  aged  97  years. 

"Benjamin,  4th  child  and  2nd  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in 
Scituate,  Oct.  9th,  1713 — d.  Oct.  —  1803.  He  married,  in 
1740,  Mary  Rhodes.  He  was  elected,  July  1,  1742,  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  'Trained  Band'  of  Scituate  and  afterwards 
became  Captain;  he  became  owner  and  occupant  of  his 
father's  old  homestead,  where  he  died  and  was  buried  with 
his  father,  in  what  is  now  the  Harris  field.  He  had  nine 
children  as  follows: 

Mary  b.  1741 — d.  1807;  Lydia  b.  1743 — d.  1798;  Samuel 
b.  1745— d.  1766;  Rebecca  b.  1747— d.  1821;  Rhodes  b. 
1750— d.  1825;  John  b.  1753— d.  1836;  Esther  b.  1755— 
d.  1793.  Olive,  b.  Mar.  3,  1758— d.  May  10,  1807;  William  b. 
1760— d.  1852. 

"Olive,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Wilkinson,  married  Asaph 
Wilder  of  Glocester,  R.  I."  (Scituate  Town  Records  give 
his  residence  as  Killingly,  Conn,  when  he  married  Olive 
Wilkinson.) 

Of  the  wife  of  Joseph  Wilkinson  (Martha  Pray  who  was 
Olive  Wilkinson's  grandmother)  the  following  anecdotes 
are  recorded. 

"On  one  occasion,  in  mid-winter,  a  daughter  was  lying 
sick,  not  expected  to  live.  The  snow  was  very  deep; 
teams  could  not  go.  The  mother  equipped  herself  with 
snow-shoes  and  walked  twelve  miles,  over  the  deep  snow, 
to  see  the  invalid  and  to  care  for  her. 

"On  another  occasion,  while  her  husband  was  two  miles 
away  at  work,  she  heard  a  noise  in  a  sweet  apple  tree  near 
the  house.  It  was  rare,  choice  fruit  and  highly  prized  by 
all  the  family.  Upon  looking  out,  she  espied  a  large  black 
bear  up  in  the  tree  shaking  off  the  apples  and  Martha 
thought  Bruin  was  getting  more  than  his  share.  Her  ire 
arose  and  she  determined  to  protect  her  property,  at  what- 
ever hazard.     She  seized  the  gun,  which  w*as  loaded  for 
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such  occasions,  went  out  and  fired.  The  explosion  and 
springing  of  the  gun  alarmed  her ;  she  let  it  fall,  ran  into  the 
house  and  bolted  the  door.  When  her  husband  came  home 
from  work,  Bruin  was  stark  dead  and  they  had  bear  meat 
for  some  time. 

"So  common  were  bears  at  that  time,  that  log  folds  were 
built  to  protect  |sheep  from  their  predaftory  incursions. 
Joseph  built  his  near  the  house  and  when  the  prowlers,  in 
quest  of  mutton,  were  heard  rolling  the  logs,  the  old  gun 
would  awake  midnight  echoes  among  the  hills  of  Scituate. 

"Frequent  collisions  with  Indians  occurred.  Personally, 
Joseph  was  on  good  terms  with  the  red  men;  they  rendez- 
voused near  his  dwelling.  On  one  occasion  they  held  a 
pow-w|ow  and  dance  on  his  premises.  They  consumed  every- 
thing they  could  find  and  left  without  so  much  as  thanking 
the  proprietor  for  their  entertainment.  Sometime  after- 
wards they  called  and  left  some  very  fine  venison." 

From  a  Providence  Newspaper  of  recent  (1926)  date  is 
taken  the  following  article  about  the 

Cemetery  on  Old  Wilkinson  Farm 

Resting  place  of  Dr.  JohnWilkinson,  Revolutionary  Sur- 
geon.    Indian  servants'  graves  found  in  North  Scituate. 

A  private  burial  ground  containing  the  graves  of  100  or 
more  Indian  servants  has  been  located  by  the  State  Board 
of  Soldiers'  Relief  Committee,  which  is  conducting  an  in- 
vestigation of  neglected  and  unmarked  graves  of  veterans 
in  this  state. 

The  cemetery,  which  is  probably  the  only  one  if  its  kind 
in  Rhode  Island,  is  located  on  what  is  known  as  the  "old 
Wilkinson  farm"  situated  on  the  abandoned  Hartford  Pike 
in  North  Scituate. 

In  it  also  is  the  grave  of  Dr.  John  Wilkinson,  a  surgeon  in 
General  Washington's  army,  who  gave  practically  his  en- 
tire wealth  for  the  purchase  of  medical  supplies  for  the 
Revolutionary  cause. 

The  burial  ground  is  one  of  many  to  be  found  through- 
out the  state  on  old  farms  and  is  a  relic  of  the  time  when 
the  wealthier  families  maintained  their  own  cemeteries. 
It  is  now  over-run  with  dense  brush  and  weeds  and  until 
several  years  ago  the  grave  of  Dr.  Wilkinson  had  not  been 
marked  with  the  customary  Revolutionary  veteran's  mark- 
er. 

Lieut.  Col.  Willis  C.  Metcalf,  member  of  the  State  Board, 
who  is  active  in  a  movement  to  reclaim  unmarked  Rhode 
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Island  veterans'  graves,  said  today  the  grave  of  Dr.  Wil- 
kinson should  be  taken  care  of  by  the  state. 

The  ruins  of  the  Wilkinson  residence  are  still  to  be  seen 
at  the  entrance  to  the  farm  which  is  now  used  as  a  summer 
home  by  D.  G.  Black,  a  New  York  garage  proprietor  of 
Forest  Kills,  Long  Island.  Mr.  Black  said  as  far  as  he 
knows,  no  one  has  been  taking  care  of  the  cemetery,  which 
he  regards  as  a  point  of  historical  interest  to  Rhode  Island- 
ers. 

All  the  Indians'  graves  are  marked  by  small  natural 
stones,  but  there  is  one  in  the  lot  which  stands  out  from  the 
others  because  it  is  slightly  larger.  This  grave  is  said  to 
be  that  of  a  favorite  Indian  in  the  Wilkinson  menage  who 
warned  the  Doctor  of  a  plot  by  a  local  tribe  to  massacre 
his  family.  This  Indian,  who  was  a  kind  of  foreman  over 
the  slaves,  helped  the  family  to  escape  to  Providence  in  the 
dead  of  night.  A  few  days  later  the  Wilkinsons  returned 
to  their  home,  which  had  been  deserted  by  all  the  slaves, 
and  looked  for  their  faithful  servant.  His  body  was  found 
hanging  from  a  tree  in  the  old  grave  yard.  It  is  thought 
he  committed  suicide  rather  than  face  his  tribal  brothers 
as  a  traitor. 

It  is  in  this  Wilkinson  Cemetery  where  Asaph  (IX)  Wilder 
is  buried.  The  very  old  stone  w|hich  marks  his  grave  has 
this  inscription: 

Mr.  Asaph  Wilder 
who  died  May  10,  1799 
in  his  49th  year. 
Life  is  a  blessing  can't  be  sold 

The  ransom  is  too  high. 
Justice  will  ne'er  be  brib'd  with  gold 
That  man  may  never  die. 
His  wife,  Olive   (Wilkinson)   Wilder,  is  buried  in  Glou- 
cester, on  the  farm  which  was  the  Wilder  homestead  for 
many  years.     On  her  stone : 

In  Memory  of 
Mrs.  Olive  Wilder 

Wife  of 

Mr.  Asaph  Wilder 

and 

Daughter  of 

Capt.  Benjamin  Wilkinson 

who  died  April  28th 

A.  D.  1807 
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In  the  50th  year  of  her  age. 
My  children  dear  I  pray  draw  near 
A  mother's  grave  to  see. 
Not  long  ago  I  was  with  you 
And  soon  you'll  be  with  me. 

Below  are  a  few  extracts  from  the 

Will  of  Olive  Wilkinson  Wilder 
in  which  she  sets  aside  the  land  where  she  is  buried. 

This  document  begins  with  a  rather  lengthy  preamble  in 
which  she  "recommends"  her  soul  to  God  and  her  body  to 
the  earth.  She  sets  aside  "one  half  acre  of  land,  southerly 
from  the  place  where  the  old  pigeon  stand  formerly  stood  to 
be  kept  forever  for  a  burying  ground."  In  it  she  directs 
her  body  to  be  "entered"  and  members  of  her  family  "in 
particular;"  then  graciously  adds  it  is  also  for  the  use  of 
neighbors  and  strangers  who  may  wish  to  bury  there. 

To  her  son,  William,  she  gave  $500  to  be  his  full  share  of 
the  estate;  to  her  son,  Stephen,  she  gave  $200  "for  his 
tender  care  and  services  done  for  me  in  my  widowed  state." 

The  next  item  directs  that  her  sons,  Stephen,  James  and 
Asaph  shall  provide  a  home  for  her  daughters,  Sarah  and 
Olive,  giving  them  "a  chance  for  common  learning,"  the 
cost  of  which  was  to  be  paid  from  her  personal  estate.  To 
Sarah  and  Olive  she  gave  her  "two  best  beds,  together  with 
the  bedstead  cord"  also  12  silver  teaspoons  and  6  silver 
tablespoons.  When  they  were  18  years  of  age  or  at  their 
marriage,  whichever  first  occurred,  each  should  be  paid 
$1300.  (At  the  time  of  their  mother's  death,  Sarah  was 
15  and  Olive  was  12  years  of  age.) 

The  Will  was  signed  in  Feb.,  1807  and  probated  in  May, 
1807.  At  this  time  the  sons,  Stephen,  James  and  Asaph 
were  23,  20  and  18  years  of  age  respectively. 

The  whole  of  her  "landed  interest  together  with  the 
buildings  standing  thereon  and  the  appurtenances  thereof" 
were  to  be  equally  divided  between  Stephen,  James  and 
Asaph  and  she  named  Stephen  and  James  executors. 

The  Probate  record  says  that  Stephen  accepted  of  his 
appointment,  but  James  could  not  on  account  of  non-age. 
The  three  subscribing  witnesses,  being  present,  "declared 
on  solemn  engagement  that  they  saw  the  said  Olive  Wilder 
sign,  seal,  publish  and  declare  this  paper  to  be  her  last 
Will  and  testament"  and  that  "she  appeared  to  them  at  the 
time  to  be  of  a  sound  disposing  mind  and  memory." 
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IJhe  "landed  interest"  mentioned  in  the  above  Will, 
came  into  the  possession  of  Benjamin  Wilkinson  in  May, 
1784  and  from  that  time,  until  it  was  sold  by  Abel  M. 
Wilder  in  Feb.,  1861  was  owned  by  some  one  of  the  name 
of  Wilder.  This  farm,  which  then  contained  154  acres,  is 
in  Gloucester.  Its  old  gambrel  roofed  house,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  road,  was  the  birth  place  of  the  children  of 
Asaph  (IX)  and  Olive  Wilder,  with  the  exception  of  the 
oldest  child. 

Of  the  next  generation,  the  oldest  child  of  James  and 
Susan  Wilder  (Olive)  and  all  of  the  children  of  Asaph  and 
Mary  Wilder  (with  the  exception  of  the  first  born,  Maria) 
were  born  in  this  house. 

About  1848,  a  new  house  wias  built  by  Asaph  and  Mary 
Wilder  on  the  east  side  of  the  road.  The  gambrel  roofed 
house  was  torn  down  about  1856  by  Abel  M.  Wilder. 
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*     MOWRY 

Roger  Mowry  was  b.  probably  in  1645,  m.  Mary  .     He 

d.  on  Sayles  Hill  in  N.  Smithfield,  R.  I.  July  7,  1690. 
His  wife  d.  about  the  same  time.     They  were  buried  in 
a  small  family  burying  ground  on  Sayles  Hill.     The 
tradition  is  that  they  died  of  small  pox. 

John  Mowry  (2d),  son  of  John,  son  of  Roger,  m.  April  18, 
1701  Marjory  Whipple,  daughter  of  Eleazer  and  Alice 
(Angell)  Whipple. 

Abel  Mowry,  son  of  Philip,  son  of  John  (2d),  son  of  John, 
son  of  Roger. 

Abel  Mowry,  son  of  Philip  and  Mary  Mowry,  was  b.  Feb. 
12,  1758,  m.  Sarah  Wilkinson  who  was  b.  Feb.  10,  1762. 
He  d.  Oct.  23,  1840;  she  d.  Oct.  2,  1839.  Their  chil- 
dren were :  Nathan  m.  Phebe  Bowen ;  Cynthia  m.  Paris 
Olney;  Adah  m.  Asahel  Harris;  Stephen  m.  Mary 
Smith;  Philip  m.  Sally  Wilder;  Mary  m.  Asaph  Wilder. 
"Abel  and  Sarah  (Wilkinson)  Mowry  were  m.  in  Conn." 
R.  I.  Historical  Society. 

The  North  Scituate,  R.  I.  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  Remington, 
who  is  a  descendant  of  the  Mowrys,  found  in  the  land  rec- 
ords that  Abel  Mowry  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.  purchased  of 
Thomas  Harris  and  wife  160  acres  of  land  (in  N.  Scituate) 
for  $4000,  Jan.  10,  1803.  Book  9,  page  466.  He  probably 
took  possession  in  April  of  the  same  year. 

In  1829,  Stephen  Mowry's  inventory  given,  Asaph  Wilder 
was  administrator. 

Mrs.  Clara  (Inman)  Binning  of  Providence  relates  how 
her  mother,  Melissa  (Mowry)  Inman  used  to  have  such 
good  times  visiting  her  Aunt  Mary  (Mowry)  Wilder  in 
Glocester.  This  Wilder  homestead  was  then  called  "the 
cherry  farm."  She  also  tells  how  Capt.  Asaph  Wilder  first 
saw  Mary  or  Polly  Mowry  at  one  of  the  neighbors  when 
she  was  16  or  17  and  fell  in  love  with  her.  She  was  dressed 
too,  not  in  her  best,  but  in  her  every  day  clothes.  They 
were  married  before  she  was  18  and  considered  a  most 
congenial  couple.  She  was  of  Quaker  faith.  Her  father, 
Abel  Mowry,  used  to  read  aloud  every  day  from  his  Bible, 
every  leaf  of  which  was  said  to  be  evenly  worn. 

The  reader  will  note  that  Philip  and  Mary  Mowry,  broth- 
er and  sister,  each  married  a  Wilder.  Sally  or  Sarah 
(Wilder)  Mowry  is  next  to  the  youngest  of  the  children  of 
Asaph  and  Olive  Wilder  and  is  buried  near  her  mother  in 
the  Wilder  burying  ground  in  Glocester. 

Another  coincidence  is  that  the  mother  of  Sarah  and 
Asaph  Wilder  was  a  Wilkinson  as  was  also  the  mother  of 
Philip  and  Mary  Mowry. 
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